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 AA AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SEABIRD AND SHOREBIRD 

PROTECTION PROGRAM. 

 

Submitted by Bill Lucey, Long Island Soundkeeper.  

March 7, 2023 
 

Save the Sound is a nonprofit organization representing over 4,200 member households and 

10,000 activists statewide. Our mission is to protect and improve the land, air, and water of 

Connecticut and the Long Island Sound region. We use legal and scientific expertise to bring 

citizens together for results that benefit our environment for current and future generations. 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Senator Lopes and Representative Gresko, Vice-Chairs Senator Hochadel and 

Representative Palm, Ranking Members Senator Harding and Representative Callahan and all 

members of the Environment Committee: 
  
Save the Sound (STS) expresses strong support for HB-6813 an act authorizing the 

establishment of a seabird and shorebird protection program. 

 

As part of my duties I circumnavigate the coastline of Long Island Sound and it is striking how 

much shoreline is occupied by development or beaches that are crowded with people during the 

warmer months. While access to the beach and waterfront views are obviously desirable we need 

to remember that once upon a time this area was dominated by migrating and nesting shorebirds.  

Today, the areas left for these species to use are few and far between which is why people 

managing wildlife refuges and nesting areas around the Sound take precautions to mark nesting 

zones when birds are present. 

 

HB-6813 strives to formalize this protection through an enforceable program. The majority of 

people respect the nesting areas, but there are those that don’t care and will disturb the birds.  

I’ve worked in tern colonies in the past where off-road vehicles have run over nests killing 

chicks, crushing eggs and displacing adults. We can’t afford this disturbance around Long Island 

Sound as our birds of concern, such as piping plovers, saltmarsh sparrows and roseate terns, are 

so few in number that they really do need all the undisturbed space they can get. This is what the 

enhanced protection provided by HB-6813 provides.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Bill Lucey, Long Island Soundkeeper - Save the Sound (203) 854-5330 

blucey@savethesound.org  
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